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upon which you find New England going over forthwith
to secession and disunion. Then, as the new states
came in, the divisions of the old ones sought their
alliance. The coalition of the South and West in the
520*s could not be consolidated because the new states
came in so fast. The slave states and the non-slave
states then became the most clear, important, and posi-
tive differentiation there was. With the census of 1840,
however, it became clear that the slave states could
not retain the proportional power and influence which
they had had in the confederation; and it was their
turn to become disunionists. Fifty years of our history
have gone into that struggle, for it is not more than
well over now. Meanwhile other great interests have
been neglected and great abuses have grown up un-
noticed: war taxation and war currency are still here
to plague us. Our people have come out of that struggle
with a great confidence that nothing can ever again put
the Union at stake. Let us not make that error. The
Union is always at stake. Instead of being a system
which can stand alone and bear any amount of abuse,
it is one of great delicacy and artificiality which re-
quires the highest civic virtues and the wisest states-
manship to preserve it. It will be threatened again
whenever there is a well-defined group which believes
its interests jeopardized inside the Union and under the
dominion of those who control the Union.
At the point which we have now reached the whole con-
tinent has received a first occupation and settlement;
and from now on the process will be one of consolida-
tion and condensation. This will raise the organiza-
tion over the whole country. That process cannot go
on too rapidly at the present stage, for the more rapidly
it goes on the quicker it will tide us over the dangers